
Finally!  A Curriculum That WORKS for 
Non-STEM Students



How to Stop Beating My Head Against the 
Wall Because it Feels So Good When I Stop
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• 60% of incoming students need remediation
• ≈ 55% pass rates at all levels of dev math



NEED to do better.
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• Real problems aren’t easy!
• Persistence pays off
• Take responsibility for learning
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This isn’t an algebra class!

• Very few (as in none) traditional lectures
• Active participation required
• Reading, writing, and technology
• Group work
• All basic skills problems are online
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• More breadth, less depth

• Focus on “real world math”

• Not typically “linear”

• Less symbol manipulation than algebra

• Did I mention applications?

UGH
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Liberal Arts Math 
with a fresh coat of paint?

Depends who you ask.
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•  Replace College Algebra in 
the curriculum for students 
not headed to Calculus with 
a course that will be useful 
in their programs, and in 
their lives.
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•  Mostly lecture-based

•  Traditional homework      
(Skills, applications, some 
writing and crit. thinking)

•  Occasional projects

QR

•  Project-based

•  Limited skills problems

•  Group work essential

•  More focus on technology 
and interpretation, less on 
computational skills
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The distinction is not about TOPICS…

It’s about teaching and learning STYLE.



“What if dev students do really well in math lit, 
then struggle when going back to a traditional 
lecture setting?”



Potential Responses: 

•  What if my kids can’t ride a bike when I take 
the training wheels off?

•  Why send them back to a traditional lecture 
class?



What if we had a cohesive program of 
problem solving based learning for 
ALL non-STEM paths? 



What if we applied the same ideas to 
other tracks? 
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